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PRESS RELEASE 
 
 

Florida Trust for Historic Preservation Announces 2019 Florida 
Preservation Awards at Florida Preservation Conference in Pensacola 

 
Pensacola, May 21, 2019 – On Friday, May 17, The Florida Trust for Historic Preservation 
announced its 2019 Florida Preservation Awards during its annual Preservation Conference, First 
Florida, Forever Florida, held at the Pensacola Museum of Art. 
 
Nominations were made by the public with award recipients selected by a six-member jury from 
around the state, representing a variety of backgrounds and experience. Preservationists and 
projects were awarded in eight categories: Individual Distinguished Service, 
Restoration/Rehabilitation, Adaptive Use, Infill Design, Green Buildings, Historic Landscape, 
Preservation Education/Media and Organizational Achievement. Additionally, the Board of 
Trustees granted its two major awards – The Carl Weinhardt Award and the Evelyn Fortune 
Bartlett Award. 

The complete list of awards winners and a brief description of each follows. 

EVELYN FORTUNE BARTLETT AWARD 
Named in honor of Evelyn Fortune Bartlett, the patron of Bonnet House, this is the Trust’s most 
prestigious award and honors a person whose life exemplifies the guardianship of Florida’s 
historic properties through philosophy and actions. 

Judith Bense  
Pensacola 

A native of Panama City, Dr. Judith Bense received a Bachelors and 
Masters in Anthropology from Florida State University and a Ph.D. in 
Anthropology from Washington State University. Dr. Bense has 
served on faculty at the University of West Florida since 1977, 
excepting her brief two years at the University of Alabama. In 1980, 
Dr. Bense founded the UWF program of Anthropology/Archaeology, 
becoming the first academic chair in 2001, and established the 
Archaeology Institute, serving as Director for 20 years. In 2006, she 
founded the Florida Public Archaeology Network (FPAN), the largest 
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statewide organization in the U.S. dedicated to bringing archaeology to the general public. 

 

As president of UWF from 2008–2017, Dr. Bense focused on making UWF a first-choice 
university by building a network of community partners, identifying regional workforce needs, 
increasing student residents and athletics and strengthening the community–university 
relationship. Dr. Bense has authored 22 books, book chapters and journal articles and has 
received more than 75 grants/contracts totaling more than $6 million. Now President Emeritus 
and Professor of Anthropology, Dr. Bense’s current projects are her sixth book and “Unearthing 
Florida,” an NPR/UWF station weekday radio program. 

CARL WEINHARDT AWARD 
Named in honor of the first director of Bonnet House, this award recognizes an individual's 
lifelong achievements and leadership in state and national preservation arenas and service to 
the Florida Trust. 

Chris Starostecki 
Sarasota 

For decades, Chris Starostecki has engaged with cultural and historic 
preservation, both in Florida and throughout the southern United States. 
Previously serving museums and cultural sites in the Carolinas and Virginia, 
Chris eventually began working in Fort Myers in the early 2000s where she 
oversaw the historic winter homes of Thomas Edison and Henry Ford. She 
successfully raised over $14 million for an extensive restoration effort 
encompassing nearly twelve historic structures and gardens, receiving top 
honors from the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National 
Garden Clubs and drawing critical attention to the cause of historic 
preservation in southwest Florida. During these years, Chris also served as 

a Trustee of the Florida Trust for Historic Preservation.  

Chris Starostecki’s ethic has exemplified passion for preservation and a love for Florida’s rich 
history and culture. Now retired, Chris resides in Sarasota where she continues to participate with 
the preservation community. 

INDIVIDUAL DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 
Will Graves 
Winter Park 

Will Graves is CEO of Millennial Workforce Institute and a national 
community activist lecturing on management, marketing, preservation, 
philanthropic and employment issues. Inspired by the preservation efforts of 
his late cousin, Barbara Drew Hoffstot, whose work in Pittsburgh was the 
model for the Historic Preservation Act of 1966, Will Graves founded four 
non-governmental organizations: Friends of Florida’s Coasts, Friends of 
Winter Park, Friends of Windermere and Friends of Cypress Gardens.  
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Thanks in part to Will Graves’ preservation and advocacy efforts National Geographic Traveler 
magazine listed Winter Park 38th worldwide among historic destinations.  

RESTORATION / REHABILITATION 

Outstanding Achievement: Ca’ d’Zan | The Ringling – Ringling Museum 
Sarasota 

In partnership with The John and Mable Ringling 
Museum of Art – the state art museum of Florida 
and affiliated with Florida State University – 
EverGreene Architectural Arts completed the 
restoration of failing glazed terra cotta elements 
on the exterior of the John Ringling Ca’ d’Zan 
Mansion in 2018. The EverGreene team addressed 
the failing architectural features on the Belvedere 
Tower and John Ringling’s Office Balcony, 
enabling the safety of staff and guests and 
honoring John Ringling’s request to keep the mansion and grounds exhibited for and open to the 
public. 

Sarasota is a community passionate about art. The Ringlings had the foresight to invest to make 
art accessible. The community, in turn, is very invested in The Ringling. 

Meritorious Achievement: St. Marks Lighthouse Restoration 
St. Marks 

In 2013, possession of the St. Marks Lighthouse located in the St. Marks 
National Wildlife Refuge transferred from the U. S. Coast Guard to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. The St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge accepted 
the commitment to preserve and maintain the historically significant 
structure. As part of the commitment, the Friends of the St. Marks Wildlife 
Refuge contracted for a Condition Assessment report and pursued historic 
preservation grants and donations. Kenneth Smith Architects guided the 
restoration and Rippee Construction of Tallahassee completed outstanding 
historically faithful restoration work.  

Restorations began in 2016 and by summer of 2018, the metal and glass 
lantern room, the 1842 lighthouse tower and the attached 1867 keeper’s 
quarters had been fully restored and returned to their circa 1930s 

condition. A handicap access ramp was also completed. Derelict for decades, the beautifully 
restored St. Marks Lighthouse is now a major cultural resource for Florida and the area. 
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Honorable Mention: Halsey Place 
West Palm Beach 

With the help of its new owner, David Felton, historic 
preservation architect, Rick Gonzalez, AIA of REG 
Architects and the City of West Palm Beach and its 
Community Redevelopment Agency, the 97-year-old 
Halsey Griffith Building has taken new life as Halsey Place. 
The historic restoration/reconstruction of the south façade 
of the building was brought back to its commercial masonry 
vernacular with Mediterranean Revival detailing, which 
date to the 1920s when the building was the Halsey Hotel and Halsey & Griffith Stationary.  

The windowless Midcentury Modern façade added in the 1960s was removed and the historic 
character of the structure reconstructed, demonstrating what a history-loving owner, a city that 
values its historic heritage and a talented preservation architect can achieve when working 
together. Halsey Place is now a hub of business activity in the financial district in downtown West 
Palm Beach. 

Honorable Mention: The Old Jailhouse 
Sanford 

In its 128-year-history, the Old Jailhouse has been home to 
a blacksmith, wagon shop, livery, stables, the Seminole 
County Jail, Seminole County Health Department, a dry-
cleaner and now a fine dining restaurant. The building’s 
owners restored the façade and executed a sensitive interior 
rehabilitation. Work included stucco and metal lath 
removal, stabilization of the façade and interior walls, 
restoration of brick corbelling and parapet as well as the 
original windows, doors and jail bars, rebuilding of the 
interior, a new roof, repointing, preservation of an 1880s 

advertising mural, state-of-the-art restaurant kitchen installation and electrical, plumbing and 
HVAC upgrades. 

Despite such complications as designation as an EPA Superfund site, subsequent environmental 
cleanup and partial collapse of the façade, the project triumphed. All original details were 
restored, honoring the building’s 45 years as the first county jail. Artifacts discovered during the 
rehabilitation, including wagon parts, hand and ankle cuffs and blacksmith tools, were 
incorporated into the décor, with educational narratives describing each artifact. This wonderful 
part of Sanford’s history will live on with a new story to tell. 

ADAPTIVE USE 

Outstanding Achievement: Amelia Schoolhouse Inn  
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Fernandina Beach 

Amelia Schoolhouse Inn began life in 1886 as District 
School #1 in northeast Florida’s Atlantic port town 
Fernandina, situated on Amelia Island in Nassau County. 
Despite a circa 1909 addition, it was retired in the mid-
1920s when student population grew beyond capacity. In 
following decades, it served community functions – 
Masonic Lodge, Woman’s Club, public library – before 
being turned into tenant offices. 

The two-story, 7,962 square foot brick structure was 
purchased in 2017, along with an adjacent non-contributing property, and repurposed as a 17-
room boutique hotel with the guiding philosophy of respecting and restoring as much of the 
original fabric as possible. Divested of a century of wear, it opened December 2018 and stands as 
a proud local landmark of the Fernandina Beach Historic District. Brightly decorated interiors 
and the “Principal’s Office” bar playfully recall its original use, welcoming both guests and locals 
alike in this popular tourist destination town. 

Meritorious Achievement: Casa Oliva  
Tampa 

Constructed in 1895 as a cigar factory and located in the 
Ybor City National Historic Landmark District, the Oliva 
Cigar Factory was underutilized and deteriorating when the 
current owners acquired it. Fortunately, the owners had 
both the vision and the capacity to preserve the building and 
put it back into use.  

The challenges were many to the preservation of this large 
wood-frame former cigar factory and to its conversion to 
apartments. Unforeseen problems surfaced during 

construction, including serious foundation and other structural framing deficiencies. Now, 
however, this preserved building encompasses 38 loft-style market-rate apartments and stands 
as an example of both compatible adaptive use and sensitive historic rehabilitation. 

INFILL DESIGN  

Outstanding Achievement: UWF Historic Trust Museum Plaza 
Pensacola 
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The University of West Florida Historic Trust’s Museum 
Plaza is the culmination of a five-year process to reimagine 
and re-envision the state-owned historic properties in 
downtown Pensacola. The site is at the heart of the original 
Spanish and British forts that once protected the “City of 
Five Flags.” With nearly five centuries of history, there are 
many layers of the past and levels of the story to be told.  

The new Museum Plaza transforms the connectivity and 
educational gathering areas of the UWF Historic Trust. 
Where three parking lots once sat, UWF Historic Trust, 

Marquis Latimer + Halback, Wescon Construction and their partners have created the new multi-
purpose, cultural activity plaza as a link between the T.T. Wentworth Jr. Florida State Museum, 
Pensacola Children’s Museum, Voices of Pensacola multicultural center and the Historic 
Pensacola Village. The space is also an outdoor classroom to help the public better understand the 
special historic landscape. 

GREEN BUILDINGS 

Outstanding Achievement: Key 
West City Hall at Glynn Archer 
Key West 

The Key West City Hall at Glynn Archer 
has been a four-year effort to bring a 
dilapidated local historic landmark back to 
its former 1920s glory as one of the most 
important and beloved municipal 
buildings in Key West. Originating as Key 
West High School in 1924, the City 
completely restored the building’s exterior and converted the building to function as a new City 
Hall, including in the project associated site-work and landscaping. 

One of only 17 projects in the state to do so, Key West City Hall attained the highest level of 
certification – LEED Platinum. It is also only the fourth government building in Florida to achieve 
Platinum status. The preservation of this building is a direct result of the efforts of many people 
throughout Key West and a benefit to the community. 

HISTORIC LANDSCAPE 

Outstanding Achievement: International Fine Art Conservation Studios Inc. 
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Sarasota 

This project represents another phase in the restoration of 
Ca’ d’Zan, which started in 1998. The swimming pool is an 
integral element of the house and history of the Ringling 
family. Although the mansion itself is spectacular, the 
approach is equally spectacular. Emerging from the banyan 
trees, the mansion is approached along a central path 
leading directly to the front entrance. The swimming pool 
sits north of the path and is clearly connected visually to the 
front elevation with Sarasota Bay in the background. 

This project restored the swimming pool into a 14-inch deep 
reflecting pool. All of the elements were restored back to a pristine condition and appearance. 
Guided by the historic photographs of the Ca’ d’Zan Pool, the design intent was to recreate the 
visual character of the pool, while enhancing an amenity that is better suited to the needs of a 
publicly accessible and visually prominent area in the landscape. 

PRESERVATION EDUCATION / MEDIA 

Outstanding Achievement: City of St. Augustine 
St. Augustine 

The St. Augustine City Commission authorized the 
development of a citywide preservation plan. While small in 
population and area, having a population of just over 14,000 
people in a 10 square mile jurisdiction, the proportion of 
properties considered historic is almost 50 percent of the 
city, and its culturally diverse history is recognized in the 
National Register. Challenges to preserving these historic 
sites and objects include tourism, redevelopment, public 
education and flooding, including the threat of sea level rise. 
The St. Augustine Preservation  

 

Master Plan developed by consultant team Preservation Design Partnership addresses these 
issues and uses participation from the city government, property owners, businesses, subject 
matter experts and non-profit institutions to work through these challenges. 

The Plan outlines a long-term vision that includes the identification of practical and achievable 
strategies for improving and expanding the city’s Historic Preservation and Archaeology 
Programs to be more inclusive of the city’s diverse historic and cultural resources. The Plan builds 
on the success of St. Augustine’s prior preservation efforts and the efforts of its citizens, 
organizations and institutions. The Plan also recognizes that effective implementation will require 
continued support from a broad constituency and the embrace of a preservation ethic throughout 
the St. Augustine community at large. 

Honorable Mention: Cynthia Catellier 
Pensacola 
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Designated by the King of Spain in 1807, St. Michael’s Cemetery in Pensacola 
is a beautifully preserved historical landscape. In 2016, the St. Michael’s 
Cemetery Board asked historic preservationist Cynthia Catellier to research 
the iron fencing. The result tells the story of the material. In cemeteries across 
the south, neglected iron fences surround plots. Before these precious 
historical artifacts succumb to time and the elements, Cynthia seeks to raise 
awareness of their value and to elevate their significance. The first of its kind 
in the state, the completed inventory connects the material to broad 
historical events and contributes to the historical record.  

In addition to publishing several articles about architectural uses for iron, 
Cynthia co-authored the 2013 Palafox Street submission for the American Planning Association 
Great Places in America. She also successfully researched, compiled and submitted the National 
Register of Historic Places listing for Pensacola’s Palafox Historic Business District. 

ORGANIZATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT 

Outstanding Achievement: UWF Archaeology Institute 
Pensacola 

Preservation of A.M.E. Zion and Magnolia Cemeteries is 
essential to preserving cultural materials associated with 
these early 20th century African American burial grounds. 
Markers, monuments and grave goods document a group 
of people who are often lightly touched on in the historical 
record, representing them better than any census record 
could. The heritage landscapes of these cemeteries and 
others in Pensacola tell stories unique to individuals, offer 
insights on cultural ideologies, highlight artisans and 
their materials and provide a sense of place for visitors 
and residents alike.  

 

The UWF Archaeology Institute and its partners are leading the way in preservation efforts at 
these cemeteries, these inviting green spaces and outdoor museums, in Pensacola and Escambia 
County, Florida. 

 

### 
 
About the Florida Trust 
The Florida Trust for Historic Preservation is the state’s non-profit dedicated to protecting 
Florida’s extraordinary heritage and history. Founded in 1978, the Florida Trust has collaborated 
to save irreplaceable Florida treasures like the Historic Florida Capitol and is a statewide partner 
of the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Learn more at www.FloridaTrust.org and follow 
on Twitter: @FloridaTrustHP. 


